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September 24, 2001

For Immediate Release:
HUMAN RIGHT S ADVOCATE BOURGEOI S CLAIM S "NEW NAME. SAME SHAME "
CHARLE STON - Human rights advocate Roy Bourgeois remains unimpressed by the
United States Army's School of the Americas' name change earlier this year.
"The new institute is no different from the SOA it replaces," Bourgeois wrote. "It is a
combat school. Infantrymen and women from Latin America come to learn to fight. By refusing
to make any significant changes..., the Department of Defense failed to address the real issue
- the violence perpetuated against the people of Latin America by U.S.-trained soldiers."
As founder and co-director of the School of the Americas Watch, an organization
devoted to closing the former SOA, Bourgeois will discuss what is now known as the Western
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation when he visits the campus of Eastern Illinois
University later this week.
His talk, which is open and free to the public, will begin at 7 p.m.Thursday, Sept. 27, in
Buzzard Hall Auditorium.
The Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation,located at Fort Benning,
Ga.,trains Latin American soldiers in combat, counter-insurgency and counter-narcotics.
Bourgeois' controversial view against U.S.military involvement in the training of Latin
American soldiers was apparent in an op-ed article in "The Atlanta Constitution" on Jan.28,
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"NEW NAME, SAME SHAME"

"The purported goals of 'strengthening democracy, deepening the rule of law and

honoring human rights' have never been taken seriously, let alone achieved, by the SOA. In
the past 10 years...leaders of the SOA have increasingly talked about freedom and
democracy, but the record of the SOA's graduates belies their words.
"These same goals have been adopted by the new institution, but there is no reason to
believe that, with presumably the same curriculum and faculty as the SOA, the new school will
be any different, " Bourgeois wrote.
Bourgeois further claims that "hundreds of SOA graduates have been involved in
thousands of deaths and disappearances."
School of the Americas' 60, 000-plus graduates include dictators Manuel Noriega of
Panama, Rios Montt of Guatemala and Hugo Banzer Suarez of Bolivia, Bourgeois wrote.
(Defenders of the school argue that abuse is not taught and that today's curriculum
includes human rights. These persons also argue that no school should be held accountable
for the actions of only some of its graduates. http://www .ciponline.org/facts/soa.htm)
During his lecture, Bourgeois also will address the social and historical aspects of
American foreign policy in Latin America, as well as his thoughts on the violation of human
rights through U.S. foreign policy.
Bourgeois, a Vietnam veteran and recipient of the Purple Heart, is an ordained Catholic
priest. He has spent more than four years in U.S.federal prisons for nonviolent protests
against the training of Latin American soldiers. He has worked on two Academy Award
nominated films titled "Gods of Metal" and "School of Assassins, " and was the recipient of the
1997 Pax Christi U.S.A. Teacher of Peace Award.
Bourgeois' appearance - a highlight of EIU's Latino Heritage Celebration 2001 -- is
being co-sponsored by the Center for Foreign Policy; EIU Newman Catholic Center; EIU
departments of foreign language, history, journalism and political science; International
Programs; Latino Heritage Committee; Office of Civil Rights and Diversity; and UB Lectures.
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MEDIA NOTE: Your contact for information on the Roy Bourgeois lecture is Ryan

Hendrickson, EIU professor of political science, at (217) 581-2523 or via e-mail at
cfrch@eiu.edu.

